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FOURTH SUNDAY, YEAR A; Zeph 2:3; 3:12-13, 1 Cor 1:26-31, Mat 5:1-12 
 
Most often in the Old Testament, success, fertility, wealth, and prosperity 
were measured as a sign or a mark of God’s blessings and favor, Deut. 28:1-14. 
In the era of Christianity, the framework for Christian living is measured by the 
Beatitudes, but our Christian living today is often a bunch of contradiction to 
the Beatitude. We acknowledge that our vocation as Christians is not to be 
first in this world, but rather to be first in the eye of God. 
 
The prophet Zephaniah in the first reading introduced a new concept of the 
poor not referring only to the social and economic state, but to a more interior 
religious attitude. Because of their own wrongdoing, adversity had been 
visited on the people, and while a multitude had remained stubborn, yet a 
small number had come out still meek and righteous. The Prophet bids the 
pious doers of righteousness to continue to seek God. He calls on them to 
embrace humility and patience, that they may persist in bearing those things 
that God brings upon them by way of perfecting and saving them. He told them 
that at the end God will spare only the “humble and lowly people, and those 
who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of Yahweh.” 
 
Paul in the second reading reminded the Christian community in Corinth, 
defined by their acceptance of the Gospel message, that they were not mighty, 
wise, and noble when they became Christians. Paul highlights the fact that God 
makes a choice for the weak in the world to accomplish his plan of salvation. 
If this were not to be the case, the powerful would boast of their being able to 
make things happen in the Church and in the world. Christians must therefore 
not be enthralled with their own importance, their own wisdom, strength, 
knowledge, material wealth and fame, but rather with Christ who is the source 
of all good. 
 
The Gospel presents us with the manifestos of Jesus’ mission, the Beatitudes. 
Jesus addressed the people from a mountain as the new Moses. He recalls how 
Moses went up the mountain to receive the Law, the Decalogue. It is 
significant that in giving the New Law that Jesus had to do so from a mountain. 
The entire Beatitudes could be summed up in the phrase, "Happy the Poor". 
Poverty in this sense, is not necessarily a lack of material things, but an attitude 
that must color the life of the believer. We see here how Jesus begins his 
teaching with promises of blessedness even, and perhaps most, in hard human 
experiences of mourning, meekness, peacemaking, persecution, and poverty 
of spirit. This goes to show that if we choose to follow Jesus into God’s 
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abundant life, we will conform to the way his kingdom works, its values and 
priorities, which are radically different from that of the world. 
 
The beatitudes really come in paradoxes, as if to teach you and I to look at our 
Christian life also as a paradox. For example, oh, how blessed I am, if I am being 
insulted or persecuted for making efforts to be poor (in spirit), gentle, merciful, 
resourceful in helping and loving God in our neighbor and to be convinced that 
I am still favored by God and belong to his kingdom. This is where the 
happiness of a believer is, it is all about the way we look at it, whether we look 
at the struggles and woes in our life as signs of abandonment by God or as a 
way of God sharpening us for greater things. Our outlook counts a lot! We are 
called as disciple of Jesus to be "poor in spirit”, that is deliberately choosing to 
"renounce the accumulation of goods, using one's capabilities and qualities, 
selflessly and placing our possessions at the service of others." The values put 
forward in the Beatitudes for attaining happiness are a direct contrast to what 
obtains in worldly circles. Sadly enough, it is not being practiced by Christians 
of our time, though we preached it in our churches where the poor are look 
down upon by both ministers and the rich class. The only way out for us is to 
be meek and accept that we have deviated and call on God, repent and ask for 
a sense of direction. What Jesus put forward is not impracticable. Jesus 
exemplified them in his life and expects his followers of every age to imitate 
his example. Our happiness lies in reaching out to others in their need.  
 
The question today is, what is our source of happiness? Or where lay our 
happiness? This story can help us. ‘One day, a king was sitting in his durbar. He 
had a very unusual visitor- a man who had traveled through the desert, wanted 
to meet him. The man was poorly clad, and he carried a leather bag. He said 
to the king: "Dear king! I have nothing to give you, except this water, which I 
collected from an oasis in the desert. This is the sweetest water, which I have 
tasted in my life. I brought this as a gift for you. The king took the water and 
drank. After drinking it, he said, “This is the sweetest water that I have ever 
tasted." He gave his visitor a lot of gifts and sent him away. The ministers were 
surprised at the gifts the king lavished upon that visitor. They wanted to taste 
the water, too. So, each one took a sip from the leather bag. Immediately, all 
of them puked, it was odious and bitter. The ministers asked the king how he 
could say that this water was the sweetest water. Then the king said, "You 
have tasted only the water, but I tasted the heart of that man. The man was 
traveling through the desert, and he was tired and thirsty. When he drank this 
water, it was the sweetest water that quenched his thirst and relieved his 
tiredness. At that moment, he remembered me and wanted to give me the 
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best that he had tasted in his life. I looked at that heart which loved me so 
much. I looked beyond this water and found that it was sweet." Happiness lies 
for him who can look beyond- who can look beyond the obvious. The ministers 
tasted the water, and it was bitter, but the king tasted the same water, and he 
looked beyond the water into the heart of the man and found the water sweet. 
The king looked not at the matter, but at the spirit beyond the matter.’ That is 
our call, to look beyond the ordinary. 


